Instructor: Anthony Pahnke

Email: pahnke@stolaf.edu

Place: Tomson 112

Office Hours: Holland Hall 103a, Mondays, 2-3, Tuesdays, 11-1 – or by appointment
Global Environmental Politics 
Political Science/Environmental Studies 201
MWF
Course Overview
Why is it that with only 4% of the world's population, the United States consumes between 20% to 25% of the world's energy?  What are the effects of the over 240 million cars in use in China, with the 15.1 million new cars added in 2012 outnumbering the entire number of cars in that country at the end of 1999?  What happens to old computers when you throw them away?  

In this class, we ask questions such as these, as we explore the political intersections between ecological, political, economic, and social processes and practices. We will examine past and present political debates concerning climate change, food production, pollution, and others, with concepts and theories central to Political Science.  We will discuss the various ways in which people create environmental problems, are affected by them, and take responsibility for them—as consumers and producers, as members of different socio-economic groups, as actors in institutions and social movements, and as members of political communities.  
Required Readings
Text Books for Sale at Bookstore, Buntrock Commons.  All other assignments will be accessible on moodle 

*Shadows of Consumption, Dauvergne

*Nature’s Metropolis, Cronon

Learning Objectives
This course aims to develop students’ capacity for critical thinking and creative political analysis.  Students will learn to use the theoretical frameworks offered by influential theorists to analyze environmental politics and the political, economic and social contexts within which it is embedded.  Students will also draw on their own knowledge and experiences to analyze these empirical phenomena, and challenge, complicate, and elaborate their meanings and importance. We will realize these objectives through close reading of texts, intensive writing, and active participation in class discussion.
Close Reading:
This course offers opportunities to study different theoretical and empirical texts on environmental  politics.  The texts themselves vary from those that are often dense and difficult, to those that are more journalistic.  Our goal in reading these texts will be to draw out the meaning and significance of certain central concepts and events. We will also consider the implications of certain theories and concepts.   Close reading allows us to think differently and to challenge the dominant conceptions employed in scholarly discourse and popular media.  To meet these objectives, you may find it necessary to read assignments more than once. I have structured the work-load of the class to encourage you to do so.    
Writing:

In general (and by no means only for this class), writing is hard.  Many times papers need to be written and rewritten many times.  Writing is also an essential mode of communication and crucial way for organizing thinking, inside and outside the university.
The required work consists of writing assignments that demand the close study of texts in relation to relevant empirical political phenomena.  Through our writing, we will enhance our critical thinking skills and learn how to develop clear, concise, and cogent arguments.  Note that all assigned work is writing and discussion intensive.  There are no exams.  This also means that we will devote ample in-class time to discussions of writing and the presentation of examples.  
St Olaf has a writing help desk where trained tutors can help you refine your work and clarify your arguments.  I strongly encourage you to make the most of the center, not for checking the content of your papers, but to ensure that they are grammatically correct and clear. If I cannot read or understand your writing, then your grade will suffer.  One cannot separate form from content.  
The Writing Help Desk located in Rolvaag Memorial Library next to the Reference Desk, provides one stop service for research and writing. Students can get help with writing “on the spot” when tutors are available or they may make appointments by calling x3288. http://www.stolaf.edu/services/asc/writinghelp.html
Active Learning:

The course uses active learning strategies so that we can together clarify, question, and consolidate new understandings of democracy and politics. Active learning strategies in this class will range from in-class breakout groups, to short writing assignments.
Course Requirements and Assignments
Syllabus:  Read the syllabus thoroughly and pay attention to class emails for any modifications or amendments.
Three Short Analytical Papers: Complete three 3 page response papers (no more than three pages, I will not read more than three pages) where you critically summarize the readings for the week.  Due dates are listed on the syllabus.  This assignment requires you to use themes from the readings and debate critically the meaning, scope, and/or practices.  Critique does not simply mean your opinion; it must be well-reasoned and backed up by reconstructing the arguments and ideas from the readings.  You may be surprised by the readings, think they are interesting, or incredibly boring.  I encourage you to be excited and feel those things when you are reading; however, I do not need to read about sentiments in your papers.  In these shorter essays, you are expected to make a strong argument either about a specific week's readings, and to support this argument with theoretical and empirical evidence.  External sources are not required for the short papers.  Your sources for these readings are class readings.  Topics for each reflection paper will be sent out one week before they are due.  You can chose to write about something not asked in the prompts.  You cannot, however, write about subjects beyond the weeks before or after each particular short analytical paper's focus.
Final Analytical Paper: One 8-10 page final paper (in 1st  and 2nd  drafts) where you develop an argument around a concept or theme related to global environmental politics.   First drafts due  .   Final drafts are due during our finals time.  Before the third week of the semester, during my office hours or by appointment, come talk to me about your idea.  At this meeting, you ought to present me with your thesis idea and tell me if you are writing a theoretically oriented paper, or a theoretical discussion with a case study.  For the first draft, have at least four pages.  In the rough draft, you ought to have a clear thesis and organization outlined.  Of course, the more quality pages you have done at this point, the better.   This paper must also use sources that are not from class.  They ought to be accurate and reliable.  For the final paper, you will need a minimum of 8.  I will distribute more information and guidelines in the first couple weeks of the class.  You must have at least five sources that are peer-reviewed journal articles.
Also, you will individually present on your final analytical paper to the class during the last week of classes.  Further instructions will be issued closer to the middle of the semester.  
Participation: Our class is organized like a seminar, which means that our classes will based

on active and courteous student participation.  We also will have short written

assignments every day.  For the last two minutes of each class, you will write down your    

thoughts on either the class' discussion or some current event you find interesting.  The 

content is not graded.  They will give me an idea of your thoughts, ideas and feelings  

in general.  Be honest.  
Class Driven Exercises (CDE):  Five times during the semester, I turn class over to you!  Three times, you will organize what I call 'Quick Pick Presentations' or QPP.  Two other times, we have in-class debates.  For QPPs , all students in class will prepare a group presentation in teams assigned that day.  By lottery, one of the teams will present for fifteen minutes (not more) to begin class.  Teams will have 15 minutes of in class time to prepare.  Students are graded, not on the presentation, but on questions students answer in class as a team.  For the debates, groups that I select will develop arguments concerning the week's issue.  Grades are determined by a post-debate, in-class, reflection paper.
Required Reading: Read assigned texts in advance of the class for which they are assigned and come to class prepared to discuss them.
Elective Reading: Active reading and analysis of relevant newspaper articles, including editorials.  If a current event interests you, feel free to bring it up in class for debate and discussion!  
Evaluation/Grading

Short Analytical Papers: each 10% (3x=30%)

Final Paper: 35% (first draft= 5%, final version=25%, presentation=5%)

CDEs: each 5% (5x=25%)  
Participation: 10%
Letter Grades are: A (90-100); B (80-90); C (70-80); D (60-70); F 59 and below

LATE ASSIGNMENTS will lose 1/2 letter grade for each day they are late.  (For example, an “A” paper turned in late will be an “A-” one day late, or “B+” two days late.  Late assignments can be excused, but the student must explanation their reasons to me and provide documentation in the event of an illness).
College Policies and Procedures
The last day to withdraw from Fall semester classes is 11/5 (a W will appear on your transcript). If you do not finish the class or fail to withdraw from the class, you will receive a grade of F.

The academic progress policy may affect students who withdraw from classes. Be aware that a W (withdraw) is different from a D (drop).  A drop occurs at the very beginning of the term (no later than this term); a withdrawal occurs after the first week (between  this term). Withdrawing from this class may put you at risk for academic warning. If you have questions about your situation, contact your academic advisor as soon as possible.

Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism 
Such issues will be dealt with in accordance with college policy. Conduct during exams is subject to the Honor System: http://www.stolaf.edu/stulife/thebook/academic/honor.html.

Other matters of academic integrity, including plagiarism, fall under the academic integrity policy:
http://www.stolaf.edu/stulife/thebook/academic/integrity.html
Plagiarism is “the presentation of the work of another as one’s own,” and the policy says the following about it:


Plagiarism may take the form of inadequate or misleading use of sources, or the


presentation of a written assignment as one’s own when, in fact, a significant portion or


all of it is the work of others. Students must be especially vigilant in their use of


electronic sources, as no distinction will be made between misuse of such sources and


misuse of written, non-electronic sources.

When you submit a paper you must cite every source you used in writing the paper, and indicate which words or ideas came from which source.
Students with Disabilities
If you have a documented disability for which accommodations may be required in this class, please contact Connie Ford (ford@stolaf.edu) or Laura Knobel-Piehl (knobel@stolaf.edu) in the Academic Support Center (507-786-3288, Buntrock 108) as soon as possible to discuss accommodations.  If you have already registered for accommodations through Student Accessibility Services, please arrange the submission of your accommodation letter within the first two weeks of class.  Accommodations will only be provided after the letter is submitted to me and with sufficient lead-time for me to arrange testing or other accommodations. Although I will receive the letter electronically, I expect you to initiate a conversation with me about the accommodations. 

Incompletes
Incompletes shall only be requested in extenuating circumstances. An incomplete (I) grade may be assigned at the discretion of the instructor and only if the following conditions have been met: (1) the student must have satisfactorily completed 75% of course work, written assignments and examinations; (2) the student is earning a grade of C or better; and (3) the student is in good standing according to the class attendance policy.  All course work must be completed either by a due date negotiated with the instructor or within one semester.
COURSE SCHEDULE
*Subject to Change at Discretion of the Instructor
Week 1: What is (and is not) Environmental Politics 1: Power and Politics
IN CLASS NEWSPAPER EXERCISE, FRIDAY,- THE ARTIC!
*Pgs 37, 38 and 40, 41 from “Power” ed. Lukes (from Power as the Control of Behavior, Dahl) *“Two Faces of Power” by Peter Bachrach and Morton S Baratz, in The American Political Science Review
*Pgs 5-20 from “Power and Powerlessness...” by Gaventa 

*Pgs 229-236 from “Power” ed. Lukes (from Disciplinary Power and Subjection, Foucault)
* Kutting, Global Environmental Politics: Concepts, Theories and Case Studies (Selections)
Week 2:  What is (and is not) Environmental Politics 2: Science, Nature, Theory
QPP #1 (Friday)
*Kutting, Global Environmental Politics: Concepts, Theories and Case Studies (Selections)
*Latour, “Science in Action, Ch2”

*Opal, “The Danger of Making Science Political” The Atlantic
*Peet, Robbins, & Watts.  “Global Nature.”  

*Williams, Raymond. “Ideas of Nature”

*Sachs, “Environment.”  In Development Dictionary, available at:  http://globalecopolitics.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/environment-sachs.pdf
*Don't let your children grow up to be farmers, New York Times Op-ed
Week 3: Environmental History of Chicago, Part 1

SHORT ANALYTICAL 1 DUE ON FRIDAY
IN-CLASS CALL AND RESPONSE

1st Half of Nature’s Metropolis, in-class discussion of concepts and analysis
Week 4: Environmental History of Chicago, Part 2

IN-CLASS CALL AND RESPONSE
2nd Half of Nature’s Metropolis, in-class discussion of concepts and analysis

Fall Break! No Class! (Tuesday)

Week 5:  The Political Economy of the Environment 

QPP #2 FRIDAY
*Dauvergne, Shadows of Consumption, Ch1 & 2

*Esteva, Development Dictionary, “development,” (pp.1-23) available at
 http://www.citizens-international.org/ci2012/http:/www.citizens-international.org/ci2012/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Development-Dictionary.pdf. 

*“The Limits to Growth” and “Environment and Development,” Green Planet Blues

*“Towards Sustainable Development,” “Whose Common Future?” and Sustainable Development: A Critical Review” Green Planet Blues

Week 6:  Climate Change Pt 1
SHORT ANALYTICAL PAPER 2 DUE ON FRIDAY
*Harris, James.  “Climate Change.”  Global Environmental Politics.  Pgs 107-119

*Demerrit, “The Construction of Global Warming and the Politics of Science”

*Klein, “Capitalism v the Climate” from the Nation
Week 7: Climate Change Pt 2

*TBD
Week 8:  Energy and Capitalism: Booms and Busts Pt 1
QPP #3 FRIDAY
*Bridge, “Past Peak Oil: Political Economy of Energy Crises” in Global Political Ecology
*The Atlantic: “What Happened after North Dakota’s Oil Boom Went Bust”
Week 9:  Energy and Capitalism: Boom and Bust Pt 2
*Readings on Coal and Nuclear Energy, TBD
Week 10:  The Politics of Consumption: Water, Rights, and Regimes

QPP #4 FRIDAY

*Readings TBD

Week 11: The Politics of Consumption:  Cars, Lead, and Policy
SHORT ANALYTICAL PAPER 3 IS DUE ON FRIDAY
*Fuchs, Doris & Frederike Boll.  “Sustainable Consumption.”  In Global Environmental Politics

*Dauvargne.  Shadows of Consumption, Parts 1 and 2 on Automobiles and Leaded Gasoline

*Bohm.  “Impossibilities of Automobility.” Pgs 1-15  Available at: http://globalecopolitics.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/impossibilities_of_automobility.pdf
Week 12:  The Politics of Consumption:  Eating, Storage, and the Ozone
ROUGH DRAFT OF FINAL PAPER IS DUE ON FRIDAY!
*Dauverge, “Shadows of Consumption” Refrigerators and Beef
Week 13:  The Politics of Consumption: Waste 

QPP #5 FRIDAY
* “Distancing: Consumption and the Severing of Feedback”  In Confronting Consumption
* “Global garbage: waste, trash trading, and local garbage politics.”  In Global Political Ecology,
*Dumping in Dixie, Selections
Week 14 (Last Day(s)): Peer Review, Presentations 
Final Exam Week:  HAND IN FINAL PAPER 

2

