Professor: Anthony Pahnke

Email: anthonypahnke@sfsu.edu
Place: Humanities 383


Office: Humanities 259
Office Hours: Mondays 10-12, Wednesday 4-6. And by appointment.
Social Movements
International Relations/Political Science/Sociology 424
Course Overview

The study of social movements poses two general questions – one, what is the nature of political violence?  And the second, should violence be shunned or utilized?  Transnationally, within and across regions, various actors that mobilize and engage in disruptive acts offer different answers to these questions.  
In this class, instead of providing neat and simple definitions for social movements, as well as for what constitutes the “rightwing” or the “left,” we will critically challenge and unpack mainstream, popular understandings.  In terms of violence, we will discuss who gets to use it, and in what way, from the police and guerrillas, to individuals and paramilitary organizations.
Additionally, we situate each case within its general context, namely, its economic, governmental, historical, and cultural conditions.
Over the course of the semester, students will acquire the analytical skills to differentiate movements, revolutionary actors, and terrorist groups from one another.  Students will also learn how to critique representations of such forms of contentious politics in the popular media.  Furthermore, students will understand that groups develop in a variety of ways, often in response to conditions that vary from region to region and that also change over time.   
Required Readings
Text Books for Sale at Bookstore.  
All other readings will be accessible on Ilearn, downloadable through search engines, or sent via email

1. We Shoot Back, Umoja
2. The Arab Uprisings Explained, Lynch
3. Zapatista Autonomy, Barmeyer
Reading: This course offers opportunities to study different theoretical and empirical texts on human rights.  The texts vary in terms of difficulty.  One course objective in reading these texts will be to draw out the meaning and significance of certain central concepts and events. We will also consider the implications of certain theories and concepts. To meet these objectives, you may find it necessary to read assignments more than once. I have structured the work-load of the class to encourage you to do so.    
Read assigned texts in advance of the class for which they are assigned and come to class prepared to discuss them.
Writing: A second course objective is to assist students develop their argumentative writing skills.  By the end of the course, the students will have improved their abilities to formulate a thesis statement and craft a well-structured essay.  

The required work consists of writing assignments that demand the close study of texts in relation to relevant empirical political phenomena.  Through our writing, students will enhance our critical thinking skills and learn how to develop clear, concise, and cogent arguments.  This also means that we will devote ample in-class time to discussions of writing and the presentation of examples.  
San Francisco State University has many ways to services to assist students improve their writing.  No matter one’s level of writing proficiency (or the level that one may believe one has), it is always a good idea to get extra help.  At San Francisco State, the Campus Academic Resource Program (CARP) and the Learning Assistance Center (LAC) both provide assistance. I strongly encourage you to make the most of these services, not for checking the content of your papers, but to ensure that they are grammatically correct and clear. If I cannot read or understand your writing, then your grade will suffer.  
Research: In both the reading and writing exercises, students will have to assess and collect evidence in making their arguments.  Either from primary sources for the final paper, or from locating relevant quotations from the class readings for the shorter, reflection papers, students will learn how to assess different kinds of evidence and criticize a variety of perspectives concerning the practice and study of human rights.
Course Requirements and Assignments
Two Reflection Papers: Complete two, 3-page response papers where you critically engage the readings for the week.  There is a 3 page limit.  This assignment requires you to use themes from the readings and debate their meaning, scope, and/or concepts.  Critique does not simply mean your opinion; it must be well-reasoned and backed up by reconstructing the arguments and ideas from the readings.  You may be surprised by the readings, think they are interesting, or incredibly boring.  I encourage you to be excited and feel those things when you are reading; however, I do not need to read about sentiments in your papers.  All of the requirements for the longer analytical reflection paper apply here. The only difference is that these are shorter.  So, in these shorter essays, you are expected to make a strong argument either about a specific week's readings, and to support this argument with theoretical and empirical evidence.  Think of these four papers as exercise and practice for the longer paper.  External sources (i.e. from readings that are not assigned for the course) are not required for the short papers.
Topics for each reflection paper will be sent out one week before they are due.  You can choose to write about something not asked in the prompts.  Papers, however, must address the subjects in the weeks identified in the prompts.  Reflection papers will be uploaded to Ilearn.  No hard copies, no emailed copies.
Quick Pick Presentation (QPP):  Five times over the course of the semester, identified in the syllabus, all students in class will prepare a group presentation in teams assigned that day.  The presentation will be based on three questions that I will prepare before class, and that I will share on the day of the QPP (not before).  By lottery, one of the teams will present for fifteen minutes (not more) to begin class.  Teams will have 15 minutes to prepare.  Students are graded, not on the actual presentation, but on their responses to three questions I will prepare. 
Mid-Term Exam: This exam will focus on key concepts and themes that we have covered in the first half of the semester.  The format is short identification and essay – no multiple choice, no true/false! We will have a in-class review session.  
Final Paper: The final paper is eight pages in length.  This paper must use sources that are not from class, with a minimum of 8.  At least six of the sources must be peer-reviewed academic journal articles and/or scholarly books not from class.

Participation: Our class will be based on active and courteous student participation.  Your grade will be based on three things.  First, attendance - that means you have to come to class regularly.  Second, weekly discussions of the news.  On Tuesdays, we will devote the first couple minutes of class to students who will bring up a few stories.  You can miss up to two Tuesdays before losing 2% points from your final grade. By the end of the semester, everyone will have brought in at least one news item to discuss.  Third, ten short in-class writing assignments.  These assignments will be random – each is 2% of your final grade, and must be done in class. If you miss one, you cannot make it up without a formal excuse.  
Evaluation/Grading

Reflection papers: Two, each at 10% = 20% 
Mid-Term Exam: 20%
Final Paper: 20%
Quick Pick Presentations: 5, each at 5% = 25%

Participation: 15%
Letter Grades are: A (90-100); B (80-90); C (70-80); D (60-70); F 59 and below

LATE ASSIGNMENTS will lose 1/2 letter grade for each day they are late.  (For example, an “A” paper turned in late will be an “A-” one day late, or “B+” two days late.  Late assignments can be excused, but the student must explain their reasons to me and provide documentation in the event of an illness).
University Policies and Procedures
Disability access: Students with disabilities who need reasonable accommodations are encouraged to contact the instructor.  The [Disability Programs and Resource Center (DPRC)] is available to facilitate the reasonable accommodations process. The [DPRC] is located in the [Student Service Building and can be reached by telephone (voice/TTY 415-338-2472) or by email (dprc@sfsu.edu).” (http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc)]

Student disclosures of sexual violence: SF State fosters a campus free of sexual violence including sexual harassment, domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, and/or any form of sex or gender discrimination.  If you disclose a personal experience as an SF State student, the course instructor is required to notify the Dean of Students.  To disclose any such violence confidentially, contact: 
The SAFE Place - (415) 338-2208; http://www.sfsu.edu/~safe_plc/
Counseling and Psychological Services Center - (415) 338-2208; http://psyservs.sfsu.edu/
For more information on your rights and available resources: http://titleix.sfsu.edu
This policy replaces Academic Senate Policy #S10-257 (Policy on Course Syllabi) and Academic Senate Policy #F07-244 (Syllabus Disability Statement)
COURSE SCHEDULE
*Subject to Change at Discretion of the Instructor
Weeks 1-3

What are Social Movements?: Concepts and Theories
Week 1.  January 23/25
Structures and Social Movements
Tuesday: Tilly, The Politics of Collective Violence (Selections); John Lewis, The Revolution is at Hand; Pisacane On Revolution (Selections)
Thursday: Tarrow, Power and Movement (Selections); Tarrow The New Transnationalism (Selections); Gandhi, L, Postcolonial Theory: A Critical Introduction (Chapter 1 – After Colonialism, OPTIONAL Chapter 2 – Thinking Otherwise)
Week 2. January 30/February 1
Non-Violence, Sabotage, and Revolution
Tuesday: MLK, Letter from Birmingham Jail; Scott Weapons of the Weak (Selections)
Thursday: Marx, Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, - Introduction (available on Marxists.org); (Selections), Lenin Dual Power; OPTIONAL: Negri, Insurgencies – Chapter 1
QPP 1

Week 3. February 6/8
“Smash” the State, or Become it?
Tuesday: Bakunin, Kropotkin, Brousse. (Selections), from Graham, ed “A History of Libertarian Ideas.” 

Thursday: Mussolini, Doctrine of Fascism (Selections); Hitler, Speech before the Reichstag (http://www.worldfuturefund.org/wffmaster/Reading/Hitler%20Speeches/Hitler%20Speech%201937.01.30.html); 
In-Class Writing Assignment

Weeks 4 – 7
Pluralism and US Movements in Global Perspective
Week 4. February 13/15
Tuesday: Battle of Algiers (Video); assessment of different forms of collective action
Thursday: 
Pluralism and its Critics
Dahl, (Selections) from Who Governs?; Olson, (Selections) from The Logic of Collective Action
Short Analytical Paper 1 Due

Week 5. February 20/22
Tuesday: DuBois, (Selections) from Black Reconstruction
Thursday: Eyes on the Prize (Video); application of Tarrow’s framework/limitations; Salama Layton, Azza. “International Pressure and the U.S. Government's Response to Little Rock.” The Arkansas Historical Quarterly, Vol. 56, No. 3, Autumn, 1997

Week 6. February 27/March 1
Tuesday:  We Will Shoot Back (WWSB) PT 1; 
Thursday: WWSB, PT 2; Fleming and Morris, Theorizing Ethnic and Racial Movements in the Global Age: Lessons from the Civil Rights Movement 
QPP 2
Week 7. March 6/8
Tuesday: Suburban Warriors, (Selections); Blee, “Conservative and Right-Wing Movements” (Annual Review of Sociology)

Thursday: Suburban Warriors, (Selections); “How Far Is Europe Swinging to the Right?” Aisch et al (New York Times); Inside the Michigan Militia (Video)
In-Class Writing Assignment

Weeks 8-11
Authoritarianism and Waves of Contention
Week 8: March 13/15
Democracy and Authoritarianism
Tuesday: Diamond, 2010. “Why Are There no Arab Democracies?” Journal of Democracy

Tessler et al. 2012. “New Findings on Arabs and democracy.” Journal of Democracy

In-Class Writing Assignment

Thursday: Mitchell, Rule of Experts (Selections)
Mid-Term Exam

March 20/22 – Spring Recess, No Classes

Week 9: March 27/29

State, Deep-State, Islamic State?

Tuesday: Filiu, (Selections) from From deep state to Islamic state : the Arab counter-revolution and its jihadi legacy
Thursday Filiu (selections); Video Deep State
In-Class Writing Assignment

Week 10: April 3/5
Terrorism or Orientalism?
Pape. "The strategic logic of suicide terrorism." American political science review   Braithwaite, “Transnational Terrorism as an Unintended Consequence of a Military Footprint.” Security Studies
Thursday: Arat-Koç, "Dance of Orientalisms and waves of catastrophes: culturalism and pragmatism in imperial approaches to Islam and the Middle East." Third World Quarterly; 
QPP 3
Week 11: April 10/12
The Arab Uprisings Explained (AUE)
Tuesday: AUE, PT 1; Hollis, Rosemary. "No friend of democratization: Europe's role in the genesis of the ‘Arab Spring’." International Affairs 88, no. 1 (2012): 81-94.

Thursday: AUE, PT 2
Short Analytical Paper 2 Due

Weeks 11-14
Mobilization in Dependent Democracies
Week 12: April 17/19
State and Economy
Tuesday: Centeno, (Selections) War and Debt; Valenzuela & Valenzuela “Modernizations and Dependency Theory.”
Thursday: Williamson, What Washington Means by Reform; (OPTIONAL) Burchardt & Dietz “Neo-Extractivism”.  Third World Quarterly
QPP 4

Week 13: April 24/26
Populism, Parties, and the Left
Tuesday: Weyland, “Clarifying a Contested Concept: Populism in the Study of Latin American Politics.” Comparative Politics.  
Thursday: Levitsky, et al (Selections) The Challenge of Building Parties in Latin America.  
Grandin “Is this the End of the Latin American Left?”  
In-Class Writing Assignment

Week 14: May 1/3
Zapatista Autonomy (ZA)
Tuesday: In-Class Writing Day
Tuesday: ZA, PT 1; Andrews, Abigail. "Constructing mutuality: the Zapatistas' transformation of transnational activist power dynamics." Latin American Politics and Society 52, no. 1 (2010): 89-120.
QPP 5

Week 15: May 8/10
Tuesday: ZA, PT 2; Johnston, Josée, and Gordon Laxer. "Solidarity in the age of globalization: Lessons from the anti-MAI and Zapatista struggles." Theory and Society 32, no. 1 (2003): 39-91.
Thursday: Grandin, “Latin American New Left”
Week 16: May 15

Tuesday: In-Class Peer Review
*Final Time, Final Paper Turn-in
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